
Language certificates for the application for the  

Business School Pforzheim 

(updated June 2025) 
 

Equivalence of Language Certificates 

CEFR 

TOEFL 

IELTS 

Cambridge English 

TOEIC 
iBT 

(Internet Based TOEFL) 

ITP 

(Institutional Testing Program) 

C2 Proficiency 

(formerly CPE) 

C1 Advanced 

(formerly CAE) 

C2   8.5 – 9.0 

C2 Proficiency / 

Cambridge English: 

Proficiency (CPE) 

Grade A from 785 

C1 from 95 from 627 7.0 – 8.0 B2 First / FCE Grade A Grade B – C 605 – 780 

B2 72 – 84 from 543 from 5.5 
B2 First /  

Cambridge English: First (FCE) 
550 – 600 

B1 42 – 71 460 – 542 4.5 – 5.0 
B1 Preliminary / 

Cambridge English: Preliminary (PET) 
405 – 550 

A2  337 – 459 3.0 
A2 Key / 

Cambridge English: Key (KET) 
< 405 

 

• Proof of a degree from an English-speaking university is also accepted as equivalent to B2 (a semester abroad is not sufficient).  

• Alternatively, explicit confirmation of level B2 from a state-recognized German university will also be accepted as part of the application.  

• Proof of B2 level in the Abitur certificate or Fachhochschulreife certificate as well as other proofs than those mentioned are not recognized.  

• Especially the Duolingo English Test cannot be recognized as proof of your English proficiency.  

• The Oxford Placement Test can only be recognized if it was verifiably taken within 60 minutes and under supervision. 


